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Embroidery in childhood, Peter Grimes
(Benjamin Britten — libretto by Montagu Slater, based on a poem by George Crabbe)

Embroidery in childhood was a luxury of idleness.
[zm'bro1deri 1n 'farldhud woz o ‘Iak[ari ov "aidalnis

A coil of silken thread giving dreams of a silk and satin life.
@ ko1l pv 'silken Bred 'givin dri:mz ov a silk eend 'saetin laif

Now my broidery affords the clue whose meaning we avoid.
nav maz1 'broidari A'fo:dz ds klu: hu:z 'mi:nzn wi: A'vold

My hand remembered its old skill — These stitches tell a curious tale.
mar haend r1'membad 1ts ould skil &i:z_'stiffiz tel @ 'kjuerias teil

| remember | was brooding on the fantasies of children
a1 rr'memba(r) a1 woz 'bru:din on de ‘faentasiz ov ‘ffildran

And dreamt that only by wishing | could bring some silk into their lives.
aend dremt deet ‘ounli bar ‘'wifin a1 kud brin sam silk 'Intu dea latvz

Now my broidery affords the clue whose meaning we avoid.
nas mai1 ‘broideri A'fo.dz 88 klu: hu:z  'mi:nin  wi: A'vord]
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