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“Must The Winter Come so Soon” - Vanessa  (Samuel Barber – Giancarlo Menotti) 
 
 

Must the winter come so soon? 
[mʌst ðə ˈwɪntə kʌm  soʊ suːn  
 
Night after night I  hear the hungry deer 
naɪt   ˈɑːftə naɪt aɪ hɪə   ðə ˈhʌŋgri dɪə  
 
wander weeping in the woods, 
ˈwɒndə ˈwiːpɪŋ   ɪn ðə  wʊdz  
 
and from his house of   brittle bark  
ænd frɒm hɪz haʊs ɒv ˈbrɪtəl  bɑːk   
 
hoots the frozen  owl. 
huːts  ðə ˈfroʊzən aʊl  
 
Must the winter come so soon? 
mʌst ðə ˈwɪntə  kʌm soʊ suːn  
 
Here in this forest neither dawn nor  sunset 
hɪər_ɪn ðɪs ˈfɒrɪst ˈnaɪðə  dɔːn   nɔː ˈsʌnsɛt  
 
marks the passing of the days. 
mɑːks ðə ˈpɑːsɪŋ   ɒv ðə deɪz  
 
It is a long winter here. 
ɪt ɪz ə lɒŋ ˈwɪntə  hɪə  
 
Must the winter come so soon? 
mʌst ðə ˈwɪntə  kʌm  soʊ suːn]  
 


